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May 27, 2011

Dear Parents,

Next school year we will continue to honor our students throughout the year as they celebrate their birthdays.  As a school we believe it is important for us to recognize our students on their big day and to also reinforce practices which promote positive student health and learning.  Due to increased food allergies as well as the recognition of health and nutrition and its impact on today’s youth, the staff at SPE will continue to honor students in many ways however we will no longer allow birthday treats (cupcakes, cookies, pizza, etc.).  
We will continue to recognize our Panther student birthdays with broadcasting their name over the intercom as part of our school announcements and provide other special recognition in classrooms.  

If you would like to help your child celebrate here at school, we’d like you to consider some of the following options: 
· Dedicate a Book!  We invite students to bring a book to dedicate to their homeroom.  We are asking that on your child’s birthday – in lieu of treats – they bring a book that characterizes them as a person or a book they love!  If bringing a book is not a possibility, your child can select a book that is part of the classroom library and his/her teacher will dedicate it to your child.  A special place card will be placed in the book with your child’s name and the year we are celebrating.  That special book will always be part of the classroom library!  What a way to leave a legacy for other readers!  The celebration will take place in the classroom at a time to be determined by the teacher. 
· Share a Special Gift!  Students may choose to bring in small items such as bookmarks, stickers, pencils, erasers, or gum to each student in their class.  Students love to receive special items in honor of a friend’s birthday.

· Be On-Stage For Your Birthday!  For students whose parents join us for lunch on the student’s birthday, we have arranged a special birthday table on the stage in the cafeteria to help celebrate the event.  Students will have the opportunity to sit with their special guest(s) at the birthday table on stage.
Thank you for understanding our no treat/snacks commitment beginning Fall 2011.  We appreciate your support in helping our school move forward with our new birthday celebration plan!  We look forward to celebrating your child’s special day!
Sincerely, 

The Summit Pointe Elementary Staff
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